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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Battle of Brandywine, September 11, 1777, was the oniy major clash
between Washington's Continentals and the British forces under Lord
Howe during the campaign which resulted in the capture of Philadelphia,
the American capital. Although the battle was an American defeat, the
Continentals demonstrated a newly-won ability to withstand the deter~
mined attack of British regulars, even while sustaining heavy losses.

Having sailed up the Chesapeake Bay from New York, to attack
Philadelphia from the south, Howe confronted a firmly-entrenched
American army on the eastern bank of the Brandywine Creek, at Chadds
Ford, Pa. Howe employed a flanking maneuver which caught the Americans
unaware, due to faulty and contradictory intelligence reports; and then
having them off-balance, made a frontal attack on Washington's weakened
center line. Washington was enabled by the fall of night to successfully
retreat to Chester, after an afternoon of some of the fiercest fighting
of the Revolution. Today the rolling farmland along the Brandywine has
not been greatly changed from the woods and farm land over which the
battle raged. Much of the land is still open, and an abundance of 18th
century stone houses remain. ~

In the spring and much of the summer of 1777, Washington and Howe

had engaged in fruitless maneuvers in New Jersey. At last, in mid-
August, Howe moved to New York where he embarked most of his army
(18,000 men) to initiate an offensive campaign to take Philadelphia,
via the Chesapeake Bay. Washington countered with a southward move,
where he waited first in Wilmington and then Chadds Ford for Howe's
advance. By September 10, he was in position on the eastern bank of
the Brandywine, centered around Chadds Ford. He deployed his forces
(11,000 men)in two portions; one under his personal command on either
side of the Baltimore Pike, which crossed the creek at Chadds Ford
(here, on the eastern heights, Proctor emplaced his artillery), and
the other portion, under General Sullivan, upstream, to intercept any
crossings made above Chadds Ford. Howe arrived in Kennett on the 10th,
and on the morning of the 11th, he put his plan into action, sending a
force under General Knyphausen down the Baltimore Pike towards Chadds
Ford. The Hessian troops encountered sharp resistance, especially at
the Kennett Meetinghouse, but pushed on until they gained the western
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bank of the Brandywine Creek. Here no effort was made to ford, but
their heavy artillery and small arms fire kept the main body of the
American army occupied in this diversionary feint. Meanwhile Howe
directed Cornwallis to march twelve miles north with the rest of

the army, (10 thousand) where he crossed at Jeffris Ford, well above
Sullivan's position. Washington's intelligence reported this flanking
movement early in the day, but this report was contradicted by a later
one from Sullivan's scouts. When the attack was confirmed, Washington
rushed Greene to the north to bolster Sullivan's hastily reformed line.
Cornwallis, directing his troops from Osborne Hill, attacked Sullivan
along Street Road, and here on the heights around the Birmingham
Meetinghouse, the heaviest fighting raged. Just as Greene arrived,
Sullivan's line broke, and Greene put up a stiff delaying action to
cover the retreat. Meanwhile, at Chadds Ford, Knyphausen, seeing the
depletion of the American forces by troop movements to the north, and
hearing the sound of the battle in the north, chose to attack across
the ford. These troops under General Wayne were being slowly forced to
retire, when they were attacked on their unprotected flank from the
north, and were put to rout., Nightfall ended the battle, with the
Americans retreating to Chester, defeated, but still intact, and the
British camping near the battleground, only 30 miles and 14 days from

Philadelphia.




———

REFERENCES!

Benson J. Lossing, The Pictorial Fieldbook of- the Revolution 2 Vle

(New York, 1860) II.

Willard M. Wallace, Appeal to Arms-A Military History of the American

Revolution (New York, 1951}

Christopher Ward, The War of the Revolutiom, 2 vol. (New York, 1952) I

EOGRAFHICAL DAT

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROSFRTY

D.!. ﬁ'LE:
OEPINING TH LI;NTE.R POINT OF A PHOPERTY
_OF LESS THAN TEN _ACRES _

.REFERENCES
D-grces Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degraes Minutes Secands
A | 187450660/4418800 D 18/450080/4412
B | 18/453100/4416490 E 18/444480/4413380
c 18/453210/4414460 F 1
Zox/le..aast{ngs and northings . . 8/4147I230/44‘17t _I.50 ,
ARPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 6100
[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
Pennsylvania 42 Chester . 29
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cODE
Pennsylvania 42 Delawarse 45
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoDE

ORM PREPARED.

NAME AND TITLE:

Richard E. Greenwood, Survey i{iit:orién

"%

{(HATIONAL TISTORIG

ORGANIZ_ATIQN DATE
Historic Sites Survey 12/20/74
STREET AND NUMBER:
100 L. Street, N.W.
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope
Washington D.C. 11
T, TSON ONAL REGISTER VERIEICATIO)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the.Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), 1 hereb‘y nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nationa! Register and certify that it has been
avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

= level of significance of this nomination is:

} National [ State [J Lecal (O
Name _
:} Landmark “ib-
o Desxgncxted* B 2 ././. ¢/
Title datlo

B‘. ary Cert:L
eV

~_ LANDMARKS),

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Netional Register. )

/)

Director, Dﬂi%fﬁ
Cate tl

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

(NATIONAL WISTORIS |

GPO 931.894 .:

3358

SNOITLJ.NAHELSNI




TN W -y L AR A

Batflefiad NHL
j— boumdar)f

\rf’(;‘_:'so; A 1A=

®

X f‘“‘ '

WA

oo fon PN,
s ?“ ~
LN

=

.....




