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Chairman's Page: Jim Benoit
Another year is here, and change has come along with it.

A special thanks is sent to the many volunteers who serve on the Township Commissions. The operations of the Township could not continue without their time or
talents. In this newsletter, the roles of the various Commissions are outlined. The
Commissions are an integral part to local government and our residents are the
best around. Thank you again for your dedication.

Thornbury Township, Chester County

The Gander The Newsletter of

2019 will mark the beginning of my term as Chairman of the Board of Supervisors.
It is with great pride and a sense of responsibility that I will take on this role. An
enormous thank you to Bob Anthony who has served as Chairman. His leadership
and vision over the past years has furthered the Township’s accountability and
overall organization. It should be noted that Bob has not left the board. He is now
Vice Chairman and will continue to serve the residents of Thornbury Township. We
are fortunate to have a great working relationship with all 5 members and look forward to a productive year. We will continue to run the Township in a fiscally responsible and resident responsive fashion.

In 2018, Thornbury Township secured new emergency services contracts with
WEGO and West Chester Fire Departments. The contracts extend until 2023, with
immediate cost savings in 2019. We are fortunate to have such well trained and
qualified departments. Our police service is the single largest expense for the township, we, as Supervisors, took the responsibility seriously in negotiating our new
contract while meeting the needs of the community. The regional shared expense
approach with neighboring municipalities for fire and police services continue to be
the most effective for all.
At our December Board of Supervisors meeting, the Township Budget for 2019 was
approved. Details are in this newsletter. Once again this year the budget will be balanced with no tax increases for our township’s residents.
Everyone is invited to attend our meetings, to ask questions and to provide comment. They are the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:15 PM. On a
personal note, I look forward to the upcoming year and I wish to thank all of my
fellow Supervisors for their hard work and cooperation.
Jim Benoit
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2019 THORNBURY TOWNSHIP BUDGET SUMMARY
The 2019 budget is the culmination of a process that takes into consideration the state and federal
mandated requirements, and the goals and objectives set forth by the Board of Supervisors. The
budget is the embodiment of how the Township will promote the safety, health, and general welfare of its residents in 2019.
The General Fund is used to pay for the day-to-day operations and maintenance of Thornbury Township. The 2019
budget for the General Fund is $1,863,209.84, which represents a 4.72 decrease from the approved 2018 budget.
Revenue:
Due to economic conditions and limited prospects for population growth, forecasts indicate a continued flattening pattern for tax revenues, earned income taxes, and real estate transfer tax for the foreseeable future. No significant
changes expected in the revenue line items. The projected revenues for the 2019 Budget include the summary category of “Local Enabling Taxes” which comprises Local Service Tax, Earned Income Tax, and Real Estate Transfer
Tax. This account comprises 56% of the Township’s revenue ($1,035,000.00). The Real Estate Tax accounts for 17%
of the Township’s revenue ($314,100.00).
Expenses:
General Government – This portion of the budget includes Township personnel, consultants, communications, rent,
tax collection costs, and office expenses.
The 2019 budget allocates $372,185.62 for the general government and administration services of the Township. This
is a 0.6% decrease from the approved 2018 budget.
Public Safety – The Public Safety portion of the budget includes funding for police
services, fire protection, building inspection, code enforcement, and animal control
services. The total budget for Public Safety is $714,493.88 (38% of the Budget; 46%
reduction). (Last year, this line item was 53% of the budget.) The 2019 budget includes $580,000 for the Westtown-East Goshen Regional Police Department contract, a 55% decrease from 2018. The Police contract constitutes 31% of the total
budget and is the largest single line item of the budget. The contract provides for all
police services in the Township and contract expires in 2023. The budget also includes $79,474.00 for the fire protection contract with the West Chester Fire Department. This contract now expires December 2023. (Reduction 2.9%)
Planning & Zoning – Funding for legal counsel and advertising as it relates to ordinance revisions, as well as Planning
Commission and Zoning Hearing Board administration, is included in the budget. The budget for Planning & Zoning
totals $9,000.00. Most expenses are reimbursed by the applicant to the Township. The largest expenditure is for the
Zoning Ordinance update which will be completed 2020. The update is being completed with the direction of the Planning Department of Chester County.
Public Works – The 2019 budget includes funding for the continued maintenance and repair
of the approximately 18 miles of Township owned roadways. Included is road repair, roadside maintenance, traffic sign maintenance, stormwater inlet maintenance, and snow & ice
control. If a particularly harsh winter requires additional funding, Township management will
need to make proper adjustments to keep the budget balanced. The 2019 Budget includes
storm inlet projects with estimated costs of $18,000.00. The Township also shares traffic signal maintenance responsibility with Westtown Township for seven intersections and pays for
50% of these maintenance costs, totaling approximately $15,000. For 2019, the Township
has budgeted $220,000.00 toward road paving, which will be funded partially by the State Liquid Fuels revenue, which
is outlined in the Liquid Fuels Fund below. The total budget for Public Works is $461081.80 (increase of 7% from
2018).
Culture & Recreation - The budget includes funding for the continued maintenance of Goose Creek Park and Squire
Cheyney Park. This includes grounds maintenance, mowing, landscaping, and playground maintenance. The total
budget for Culture and Recreation is $41,500.00. In 2018, a comprehensive long-term capital plan was developed as
well as the reintroduction of community activities.
Town Center – The budget provides for continued maintenance and repair for the facilities at Town Center.
($33,014.00)
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Join us for our 2019 season.
We are your community farm. Join
our CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) and pick up produce all
season long. Sign up today for the
2019 season. Call us to set up a tour
and see the wonderful history right
here in Thornbury Township!

Randell Spackman
your local farmer
Destroy confidential information, clean out
your files, and recycle. The spring Shredding
Event will take place on Saturday, May 4,
2019 Bring items to be shredded to the Township Building (8 Township Drive). This free
event is from 9 AM to Noon.
Every season Thornbury Township offers discounted admission tickets to wide variety of amusement parks, zoos,
aquariums, museums, ski areas and events. Currently available are ski tickets and admission to the PA Flower Show.
Visit the Township website for more information or give us
call at 610-399-1425.
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Movie tickets for AMC
theatre available: $8.50
Checks should be
made out to Thornbury
Township.

THE GANDER

When to start your seeds for spring?

Randell Spackman - Thornbury Farm

Something that comes up every year is when to plant the seeds for all the yummy
vegetables we grow and for home use. It depends on a few things – one is the qty of
a specific plant, for instance, lettuce grows fast but must be replanted bi -weekly
though the season to keep some ready for harvest. Some plants can be “Direct Sow”
which means right into the growing outdoor soil. Many plants do better to start indoors and transplant. Start in small cell trays and transplant up to larger spaces when
root become almost root bound. This forces faster plant growth then planting in a
large container from the start. Seed catalogs will post – days to harvest. XX days. Be
careful this number can represent many things. Most of the time is from transplant to outdoors – not from
seed. So, check your supplier.
Always let your young seedlings sit outside - during the day - for a
few days in the shade, to let them “harden off” before making the
leap into the fields. Keep seeds and young plants
moist, many planting media are designed to drain
and therefore, will dry out very quickly.
When in doubt feel free to ask your local farmer.
Happy Growing!
Chart by Gardeners.Com

When to start

What to start

11 weeks

heliotrope, candytuft, primula, leek, viola, snapdragon, early greens (to be planted out in the cold frame or greenhouse beds)

10 weeks

delphinium, matricaria, onion, parsley, Greek oregano, impatiens, rudbeckia,
early broccoli

9 weeks

pepper, coleus, shallot, eggplant, cherry tomato

8 weeks

tomato, alyssum, cleome, salvia horminum

7 weeks

ageratum, zinnia, more lettuce, radicchio

6 weeks

bachelor's buttons, agastache, aster, basil, marigold, sweet pea, calendula

5 weeks

sanvitalia, cabbage, convolvulus, nicotiana, lavatera, nigella, phlox, phacelia

4 weeks

morning glory, nasturtium, melon, cucumber, squash
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Reminder: 2019 Thornbury Township Real Estate Tax Bills will be mailed out in February.
The discount period ends on April, 30 2019.

Property Owners Must Register Rentals
Many property owners may not realize that all rental properties must
be registered with Thornbury Township.
Thornbury Township Code, Chapter 96 states "It shall be the duty of
the owner of every rental unit located within the Township to prepare
and file a semi-annual report with the Township Secretary which shall
contain the complete name and address of each person 18 years of
age and older who is currently residing in each rental unit owned by
the person required to file the report.”

Thornbury Township continually updates its rental information list. If
you are not registered with the Township please call 610-399-1425 for
a Rental Registration Form. If your property is listed, please continue
to update the Township with any changes.
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Lock the Barn Door: Richard Webster
Barns are often seen as just left-over relics, useless items that are just there, which is one reason why so many
are no longer there. Barns, however, are as old as our nation. They once stood on nearly all farms, which before 1900 employed approximately 90 per cent of our people. Today barns are quietly disappearing, evaporating like fog on a sunny day. Unlike fog, however, once gone they don’t re-appear.
Barns reflect early America’s regionalism and traditions. New Hampshire barns look different from New York
barns which look different from North Carolina barns and so on. And most distinct of all are Pennsylvania
barns. But even Pennsylvania barns break into two different camps, expressing the province’s two primary immigration flows: English and German.
The barn in early England was a place for barley, or a barley (bere) place (aern). As late as the founding of
Pennsylvania, that place often meant little more than a door-covered hole in the ground.

Colonial Americans may have been the first to build what we think of as a
barn. By the 1700s they were putting under one roof a farm’s many functions: sheltering farm animals, storing forage and grain, and affording space
for threshing that grain. Also, unlike their English and European ancestors,
they built their barn frames in sections. This allowed them to assemble sections on the ground, and in the summer, between spring planting and fall
harvest, when sufficient help and whisky were available they would have a
“barn raising” and erect the barn’s complete frame in one day.

In this 1831 painting, we see a fun-filled use of the
threshing floor. William Sidney Mount, “Dancing
on the Barn Floor,” 1831. Long Island Museum.
From Dance and American Art by Sharyn R. Udall.

Chester County can boast having the country’s oldest surviving English-type
barn. It stands on Brandywine Creek Road in East Bradford Township, across
the road from the 1724 Abiah and Deborah Taylor House. Scientific analysis
of its timbers indicates it was erected sometime between 1744 and 1753,
shortly before or shortly after Abiah Taylor’s death.

As the photo shows, English barns were rather straight-forward structures. Their timber frames were capped by a simple gable roof and protected by wooden slats or, in this case, solid masonry walls. Slits cut into
the Taylor barn walls provide light and ventilation. (Hay mows without
ventilation were prone to spontaneous combustion.)
Behind the large front door is the threshing floor. When the door was
opened it created sufficient breeze to ensure successful winnowing. The
threshed chaff would be blown away, leaving the heavier grain behind.
Hay and straw mows rose on each side of the threshing floor, or animals
could be kept on one side and a forage mow on the other. Sometimes a
granary, usually plastered to discourage mice and insects, would be
tucked into a corner. A portable ladder gave access to the upper mows.

The Taylor Barn in East Bradford Township is an excellent
example of mid-18th –century English-type barn. Courtesy
of Wikimedia.

English barns were also built of log; in fact, log barns were legion. According to tax laws, by 1800 Pennsylvania
had approximately 9,000 log barns. Understand-ably those early log barns have fallen prey to time; weather,
neglect, and changing agricultural practices have led to their demise.
The Pennsylvania German barn is an ingenious creation, but a discussion of its history and function will have to
wait until the next issue of The Gander.
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Do you reside in an historic home here in Thornbury Township? Do you own a historic piece of history like a
document or artifact that you would like to share? How about a story of … “I remember when …”? The Historic Preservation Commission invites you to share your piece of history with the rest of us! The Commission is
encouraging residents to share their story, photos, and documents. The HPC is creating an electronic page on
the township website to feature the collection. Future newsletters will also highlight submissions. Send your
resource to administration@ thornburytwp.com or stop by a HPC meeting!
HPC member Adam Travetti has graciously “volunteered” his home for us to “see”! Enjoy!

Greystone Barn, 609 Cricklewood Historic Resource
#66-049
Residents: Adam, Laura and Keating Travetti
1830 Bank Barn built for the Brinton family as a dairy barn for their
cows. Original conversion finished 1979. New conversion and restoration
began 2016 finished 2018.
Interesting finds during the course of renovation:

Original signatures from the 19th century
stone masons in the whitewashed interior
stone walls. Many of which we kept exposed including several areas we window
boxed off so you can experience the signature when you tour the home. The dates
are listed as 1830 which is time frame the
barn would have been finished.

While replacing HVAC systems in the attic we discovered the original antique cast
iron hay trolley which is now
exposed in our attic.

All throughout the barn we
discovered original carpenter
marks which were necessary
to build the original interior
wooden structure.

Even the exterior provide a
glimpse into our local history. We find chiseled signatures around the barn often.

Greystone Barn Continued

When converting and restoring the barn, we tried our best to expose as much of the original craft work while decorating in a way
that enhanced the beauty of the stone and beams. We kept the ceilings on the first floor as they would have been 200 years ago,
the original pine. We saved the original stable supports outside, the bridge, the feed silo... anywhere could expose and preserve
the history of this magical bank barn we made sure to do so!

If you notice, we framed off one
of the signatures from 1830. In
the “mustard room” we installed
a huge window with spotlights so
the signature can be see at night!
It is truly is a magical place!

Goose Creek Grill: What’s new!
Before becoming the owner of the Goose Creek Grill in 2018, Kevin Coley started in the food
business when he was just 15 as a dishwasher at Pace One. From there he moved on to bussing
and waiting tables at the Dilworthtown Inn. From 1998-2017 Kevin managed, cooked, and created amazing dishes at High Street Caffe in West Chester.
Kevin and his wife Katy are locals and have two wonderful young daughters who are students at
Saints Simon and Jude. Kevin has always put his heart and soul into his food whether it’s cooking
for his daughter’s dinners and birthday celebrations, everyday food at the restaurant, or catering
an event for 300 plus people. His love of making food is there in every bite! Kevin truly has a gift
to make people feel welcome from his delicious food, to carefully selecting great beers, and
knowing exactly what someone would love on the menu (even having only just met them). If you
haven’t been to Goose Creek yet do yourself a favor and come on by. You will always be welcomed with a warm smile from him and a meal made from love.

How Can I Control Stormwater on My Property?
After experiencing one of the rainiest years on record, have you ever wondered what you can do to control stormwater
on your property? Maybe you experience property damage from excessive water runoff, live in a community that floods
frequently, or just care about the health of local streams. Regardless of your motivation, there are many different
things you can do to manage stormwater on your property, including:
•

•
•

•

•

Downspout Disconnect/Redirect - If your downspouts are directed onto a paved or concrete surface or are directly
connected to the storm drain system, look for opportunities to redirect them to lawn and garden areas. Some communities have even passed new ordinances that require this practice. Just be sure that all downspouts are directed
away from foundations to avoid basement flooding.
Rain Barrels - Rain barrels capture and hold water until it can be used or slowly released into planted areas. For
rain barrels to be effective at controlling stormwater, it is important to have a plan for using the water before installing one.
Planting Trees - Planting trees is a great way to reduce stormwater runoff. If you have a stream on your property,
planting trees along the stream can be the best thing you do for water quality and the trees will help prevent the
stream from eroding away your property. The more trees the better, but aim for a forest that is at least 35 ft. wide.
At the very least don’t mow your lawn directly up to the edge of the streambank. Let the grass grow some roots!
Meadows - If trees aren’t an option on your property, adding other types of plants is a good substitute. Any areas
where lawn can be replaced with ornamental grasses, flowers, and shrubs will have a positive impact on controlling
stormwater on your property. Meadows, whether large or small, increase the ability of the land to absorb water.
Meadows can be a great way to reduce the amount of time you spend mowing the grass and can be placed in the
areas that are the most difficult to mow.
Rain Gardens - One of the best options for managing stormwater on your property is to install a rain garden. A rain
garden is a bowl shaped garden that can capture and hold water until it is able to be absorbed into the soil. Rain
gardens can be a do-it-yourself project but it may be wise to seek the services of a landscape professional.

These are just a few of the many options available for controlling stormwater. Many projects you can tackle on your
own but if you have complicated stormwater issues on your property, consider getting help from an engineer or landscape professional. If you have additional questions about stormwater, or you are just interested in learning more, you
can find a full series of videos and articles at Penn State Extension www.extension.psu.edu

by William M. Bennett, Head of School
Township residents may drive by our campus and vote here, but many do not know exactly what we do. Let me begin with our
Mission Statement: The Concept School aims to transform the lives of middle and high school students who learn differently by
creating a safe and intimate educational environment where every student is welcomed, accepted and becomes their authentic
self.
Since the school’s founding in 1972 (we moved to our current location in 1976), we have worked to bring students academic success and build self-confidence. Our founder, Dr. Carol Tucker, along with her late husband, Jack Tucker, endeavored to create a
place where students who learned differently could flourish. While the school began as a K-12 institution, we have lately focused
on students in grades 6-12. We are licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education as a private academy and our graduates go to two- and four-year colleges, technical schools, or straight into the workforce.
We have recently added Transitions Coordinator to assist students and families in what comes next. We have also added a fulltime school counselor to provide support to students’ individual needs. Finally, we recently completed a professional strategic
planning process that focuses on what we hope to accomplish in the next forty-seven years!
I invite you to call and make an appointment for us to show you what makes The Concept School such a unique place for students
from all over southeastern Pennsylvania and northern Delaware. Please call 610-399-1135 and learn more about TCS.
W I N T E R 20 1 9

Township Commissions “What we do”
Planning Commission:
Meets the second Monday of each month at 7 PM.
Prepares, recommends and administers subdivision and land development. Makes recommendations to the governing body concerning the adoption or amendment to the
zoning ordinance, subdivision and land development ordinance, official map, provisions
for planned residential development, and such other ordinances and regulations governing the development of land amendments.

Parks and Recreation Commission:
Meets the first Thursday of each month at noon.
Plan, supervise and conduct a comprehensive and coordinated program of cultural and physical
recreation; plan and implement programs of park-related activities for all of the present and future parks; and cooperate in developing plans for parks, recreation areas and for the preservation of open space within the township.

The Historic Preservation Commission
Meets quarterly, the second Wednesday of the month at 7 PM.
The Commission encourages preservation of the historical character of the Township; advises
the Supervisors and the Planning Commission in matters involving historically and/or architecturally significant resources, including the review of zoning, subdivision and land development
proposals and building/demolition permit applications to determine the impacts to historic
and/or architectural resources.

Zoning Hearing Board
Meets when a hearing is scheduled
The Zoning Hearing Board is a quasi-judicial body comprised of five members, all of whom are appointed by the Board of Supervisors and must be
residents of Thornbury Township. The Zoning Hearing Board conducts
legally binding hearings and renders decisions on appeals, variances, and
special exceptions to the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

Zoning Ordinance Updating Commission:
Meets the last Wednesday of each month at 7 PM.
Reviews and updates the Zoning Ordinance to make it easier to use, understand and administer. The zoning ordinance is the
local government’s primary means of implementing its comprehensive plan. Recommends revisions to the Ordinance to be line
with the policies and recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan. Reviews changes in zoning techniques, approaches, and
definitions. Makes corrections, additions, deletions as necessary to update the Ordinance.
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I’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU
Hearing from you, our residents and businesses of Thornbury Township,
keeps me on my toes!
If you have any comments, questions or ideas regarding
this newsletter, please take a minute to contact me at 610399-1425 or you can email me at:
tdestefano@thornburytwp.com .

